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SUBJECT: CUBA/JAMAICA COMMISSION TO MEET IN OCTOBER 
REF: KINGSTON 2743 

1. ACCORDING TO THE DAILY NEWS, THE CUBAN/JAMAICAN 
JOINT MIXTED COMMISSION WILL HOLD ITS FIRST MEETING IN 
KINGSTON OCTOBER 15. THE COMMISSION WAS ESTABLISHED 
DURING THE OFFICIAL VISIT OF PM MANLEY TO CUBA IN JULY. 

THE FIRST MEETING IS EXPECTED TO FOCUS ON TRADE, AND 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE RESPECTIVE TRADE MINISTRIES ARE 
STUDYING EXPORT/IMPORT FIGURES WITH THE OBJECT OF 
ESTABLISHING RECIPROCAL TRADE BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 
COOPERATIVE VENTURES IN SHIPPING AND FISHING ARE ALSO 
EXPECTED TO BE DISCUSSED. 

2. THE ARTICLE STATES THAT THE PROPOSALS PUT BEFORE THE 
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GOC AND GOJ OFFICIALS, BOTH IN KINGSTON AND HAVANA. BEFORE 
THE COMMISSION MEETS, PJ. PATTERSON, MINISTER OF INDUSTRY, 
TOURISM, AND FOREIGN TRADE, IS EXPECTED TO VISIT CUBA FOR 
DISCUSSIONS WITH GOC TRADE OFFICIAL MARCELLO FERNANDEZ. 

3. COMMENT: SINCE JAMAICA AND CUBA ARE NOT NATURAL TRADING 
PARTNERS, ANY CHANGES IN TRADE PATTERN ARE LIKELY TO BE 

FOR POLITICAL REASONS AND AT THE EXPENSE OF EXISTING 
SUPPLIERS. (AT RECENT "CUBA WEEK" DISPLAY OF CUBAN EXPORTS, 
PRODUCTS SHOWN WERE COMPARABLE TO JAMAICAN EXPORTS, I.E. 

RUM, CIGARS, 

ETC.) GOJ MAY BE CONSIDERING GIVING CUBA 
SAME FAVORED TREATMENT AS CARICOM MEMBERS OR MAKING 
COMMODITY ARRANGEMENT SIMILAR TO THAT WITH GUYANA ON 
RICE. WHEN DOMESTIC SUGAR SUPPLY FELL SHORT IN 1973, 

GOJ IMPORTED 5,905 TONS FROM CUBA IN BARTER TRANSACTION. 

1976 SUGAR CROP ESTIMATE IS ONLY 335,000 TONS, AND GOJ 
MAY SEEK TO EXPORT ENTIRE AMOUNT IF SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
COULD BE MADE TO SUPPLY DOMESTIC MARKET. 

4. GOJ ALSO INCREASINGLY CONCERNED ABOUT FINDING NEW 
MARKETS FOR ITS MANUFACTURING SECTOR. TRADE DEFICIT 
WITH TRINIDAD AND GUYANA CONTINUES TO INCREASE CONTRARY 
TO EARLY CARIFTA/CARICOM PERIOD WHEN JAMAICA MAIN BENE- 
FICIARY. BETWEEN JANUARY- JUNE 1975 JAMAICA'S IMPORTS 
FROM CARICOM ROSE 83 PERCENT, COMPARED TO SAME PERIOD IN 
1974, WHILE EXPORTS GREW BY ONLY 22 PERCENT. FUEL FROM 
TRINIDAD AND RICE FROM GUYANA ACCOUNT FOR 65 PERCENT OF TOTAL 
CARICOM IMPORTS (FUEL JS16.7 MILLION, RICE JS14.9 MILLION 
JANUARY-JUNE 1975). FOR FIRST HALF OF 1975, 42 PERCENT OF 

FUEL IMPORTS CAME FROM TRINIDAD, AND 931 PERCENT OF RICE IMPORTS 
FROM GUYANA. 

5. ONLY LIMITED INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE HERE ON CUBAN 
TRADE, BUT IT SEEMS LIKELY GOJ LOOKING SOR EXPORT MARKET 
AND FOR CHEAP SOURCE OF COMMODITIES AND/OR CAPITAL GOODS. 

GOJ FOOD IMPORTS ALREADY ESTIMATED AT WELL OVER J$100 
MILLION, AND LICENSES FOR CAPITAL GOODS IMPORT HAVE 

BEEN CANCELLED BECAUSE OF SKYROCKETING IMPORT BILL NOW 
EXPECTED TO TOTAL J$1 BILLION BEFORE YEAR'S END. IF 
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CUBA BECOMES INTERIM SUPPLIER, IT MAY BE AT EXPENSE OF 
U.S. TRADE. 

GERARD 
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